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PL/C was designed to permit efficient instruction in the PL/I 
language. rt provides high-speed compilation, reasonably 
efficient execution, extraordinary diagnostic assistance and 
upward compatibility with the IBM F-level compiler. 


PL/C does not support the full PL/I language. The major 

omissions in Release 7 are: 
-~ list processing 
- multi-tasking 
- compile-time facilities (except for INCLUDE and a 
non=PL/I-type macro processor) 

- direct access auxiliary files 
There are other minor omissions described in Sections D - H of 
this Guide. 


Some features have been added to PL/C that are not part of 
PL/I. Except for the MACRO feature (new in Release 7) described 
in Section I, and a built-in function to generate random numbers 
these features are intended to provide additional diagnostic 
facilities. They include special options on the PUT statement, 
the FLOW condition, statements to control FLOW and CHECK 
printing, and pseudo~comments that can optionally be converted 
to "source “text. These pseudo-comments can be used to shelter 
the incompatible PL/C features so that a program can still be 
run under the PL/I-~F compiler. 


This User's Guide is not intended to teach a beginner to 


write programs in- PL/C. It assumes that the reader already 
knows PL/I, or iS in the process of learning the language from 
another source. This Guide describes how PL/C differs from 


PL/I, and gives information necessary to use PL/C and interpret 
output provided by PL/C. Except as noted in this Guide PL/C is 
consistent and compatible with PL/I as defined by the IBM F-~ 
level compiler. (See IBM references in Section L.) This Guide 
covers both the OS and DOS versions of PL/C. Except as noted to 
the contrary, material applies to both versions. The contents 
of the Guide are organized as follows: 

(* denotes major change from Release 6.5) 


A. Deck structure and control cards .. 3 
eo, UD OnS sco 
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D. Summary of differences between PL/C and PL/I .. 14 
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FP. -AtEE1 Dates: 3.5 18 
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Ha “Cords 200s ws: 20 
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